The Spirit of Cricket

The Spirit of Cricket has been in the news a lot lately ….and not just here in Australia but also in the reporting of other international fixtures currently being played elsewhere in the world.

Coincidental as it appears, this correspondence hasn’t been prompted by those matters however. The matters I want to raise here, as your association president, and on behalf of your committee, have been happening recently in our own competition and constitute unacceptable conduct within this association’s competition.

Firstly I want to thank all those delegates, officials, and players who have taken on board the true intent of the Spirit of Cricket and the Code of Conduct as introduced several seasons ago. The incidents of serious misconduct have noticeably declined over that period and I have no doubt that has been due to players’ awareness of the expectation of them on the park.

However, in recent months there has been a noticeable increase in the reporting – both formally and informally – of unacceptable “incidents” on the park. In particular, I have been concerned at the conduct of some adults in the junior competition, in the various capacities they fill, modelling poor sportsmanship, opportunism, and other behaviours clearly not in the spirit of cricket nor in the interests of junior development.

The Spirit of Cricket is not just a nice “add-on” to the way we play this game but is formally included in The Laws of Cricket. It sits equally alongside the laws of the game in terms of the way the game is to be played.

The requirements under this Spirit of Cricket call for, along with other conduct; not criticizing the umpires decision; not abusing an opponent or umpire; not cheating; not engaging in “sharp” practice; not appealing when you know the batsman is not out; not distracting the batsman in the guise of enthusiasm; not behaving in a manner that might bring the game into disrepute.

How many incidents of this type have each of you witnessed recently in the games you’ve been involved in? 

I suggest the answer might be, “too many”.

I want you each to be mindful of the responsibility you have to this game and to do whatever you can to ensure that in future, the games you play in, officiate at, or attend, are played within the spirit we all want to play under, as clearly drafted in the preamble to the Laws. 

In particular I would like captains to actively embrace their formal responsibility for player conduct. At the end of the day, it will be your management of your players’ conduct that will largely determine the pleasure we all take from this game. 

Sincerely

Steve Maconachie

Hon President

January 2008

